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DR. JULIA PARRISH PRESENTS 

THE IMPACT OF  “THE BLOB” ON SEABIRDS 

    7 P.M.  MONDAY, MAY 16, 2016 
      CASPAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the fall of 2014, hundreds of Cassin’s Auklets started washing 
ashore from San Francisco north to Mendocino.  The small, scrap-
py birds breed from the Farallon Islands up through the Queen 
Charlotte Islands along the British Columbia coast, and winter in 
the North Pacific.  By the end of 2014, what had been an unusually 
high beaching rate became a full-fledged catastrophe, as hundreds 
of thousands of these birds were tossed ashore in winter storms.  
From northern Oregon to Cape Flattery at the tip of the Olympic 
Peninsula, a literal wall of Cassin’s was deposited on beaches.  
What happened? What does this say about the health of our 
coastal ecosystem?   
 
Dr. Julia Parrish is Executive Director of the Coastal Observation 
and Seabird Survey Team (COASST), the largest beached bird pro-
gram in the U.S.  COASST provides baseline data against which   
mass mortality events can be compared.  She will discuss the Cas-
sin’s event as well as the mass mortality of Common Murres that 
occurred in 2015.  She will talk about why and how the nearshore 
system is changing, and what coastal residents can do. 

Cassin’s Auklet                         Photograph by Ron LeValley 

A banded Burrowing Owl win-
tered at Virgin Creek Beach north 
of Fort Bragg.  For the bird’s sto-
ry, see Lisa D. Walker-Roseman’s 
article on Page 5 of this issue. 

   Photograph by Lisa D. Walker-Roseman 

Parrish Set to Appear 
On KZYX Ecology Hour 

On Tuesday, May 10, at 7 PM 
Dr. Julia Parrish will be on 
The Ecology Hour with a pre-
view of her talk on the "wreck" 
of the Cassin's Auklet.   

She will also talk about the 
COASST training workshop 
on the Mendocino Coast, and 
how you can help monitor sea-
bird mortality.  That's on 
KZYX, found at 90.7 FM 
(Anderson Valley and the 
coast), 91.5 FM (inland), or 
88.1 FM (Fort Bragg).   

The program also streams live 
on the web at kzyx.org and will 
be archived at jukebox.kzyx.org 
for several weeks afterward.          
                                                                                     Tim Bray 



Page 2 The Black Oystercatcher, May-June, 2016 

                                             PRESIDENT’S CORNER            Dave Jensen                                  

 “The mission of the Mendocino Coast Audubon is to help 
people appreciate and enjoy native birds, and to conserve 
and restore local ecosystems for the benefit of native birds 
and other wildlife.” 
 
In 2013 we received word from a Santa Rosa law firm that 
a woman named Huldie Schoener Clark had left a large 
portion of her estate to the Mendocino Coast Audubon 
Society and Point Blue (formerly Point Reyes Bird Obser-
vatory). We were thrilled by this unexpected act of gener-
osity. Although  it seems that Ms. Clark was never an offi-
cial member of our chapter, she reportedly loved birds, 
especially ducks, and wanted to support the work that 
this chapter does. 
 

As many of you know, the settling of an estate is often a lengthy process, and this was no ex-
ception. Although we have not received the final disbursement, we now realize the total val-
ue will be in excess of $300,000.  
 
I recently spoke with Audubon chapter leaders from across the state. Large and small, urban 
and rural, they all reported that they use cash reserves, usually from bequests, to balance 
their operating budgets. Some, like our chapter prior to this recent gift, have modest reserves 
of a few thousand dollars, others have reserves in the hundreds of thousands, some have mil-
lions. Building cash reserves is not a competitive sport, but rather a valuable means by which 
nonprofit organizations can not only survive, but accomplish their goals and fulfill their mis-
sion. 
 
The generous bequest from Huldie Schoener Clark not only raised our cash reserves to a com-
fortable level, but also brought with it a heightened sense of fiduciary responsibility. In 
March, a group of current and former chapter board members met to discuss how best to 
manage this significant contribution. A friend and member of the chapter who has a great 
deal of experience and expertise in financial management also was invited to offer guidance. 
The discussions focused primarily on two issues: how to invest the new funds, and for what 
purpose or purposes should they be put to use.  
 
The consensus of the group was that at least for the short term, the interest earned should be 
used to balance our operating budget and to expand our educational programs. The assembly 
of elders also thought that for now it would be best to invest and conserve the principal. If a 
critical opportunity arises, we may decide to use part of that investment to participate in a 
joint effort with others.  Although we lack the funds to purchase and conserve a sensitive 
tract of land, we can still work toward achieving our mission. This chapter’s early investment 
of a thousand dollars started into motion a chain of events that led to the eventual purchase 
and preservation of the Stornetta Lands in Point Arena. Similar opportunities will certainly 
come our way.                                                                                                        Continued on Page 3 
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Continued from Page 2     

Three additional commitments came out of that meeting in March: a policy for accepting be-
quests, an investment policy, and a formal survey of chapter membership. Although I have 
spoken with some of you during an earlier attempt to assess how well we are serving our 
membership, the board will develop a more formal survey to be sent out to all chapter mem-
bers. We want to hear your ideas of which services and programs are most valuable to you, 
and we want to hear your ideas for our future. 
 
Secondly, we now need a written investment policy to guide the actions of this and future 
boards. In the past we were able to simply invest in “laddered” certificates of deposit. Our 
current situation warrants more serious planning. Do we shift to a variety of investment ve-
hicles? Do we hire a professional advisor? What is the level of funds that should be with-
drawn each year? These are important questions that now must be answered. 
 
And finally, we need to develop a written policy for the acceptance and management of fu-
ture bequests. You may wonder why this is necessary. If someone gives you a gift, you ac-
cept it and say thanks. But bequests are not just another gift. My wife, Johanna, and I recently 
planned the distribution of our estate. After gifts to family members, we thought carefully 
about which organizations we would support. The mission of the receiving organization is 
important, but even more important is how they will manage your contribution and the  
long-term stability of that organization. We wanted to be assured that our contribution 
would be handled wisely and that it would be put to good use. A well-crafted investment 
policy and bequest policy will provide the sound fiduciary guidance that future donors ex-
pect.  
 
I think that Ms. Clark would be doubly proud to know that her generous gift has not only 
helped us to fulfill our dual mission of education and conservation, but that it has also 
caused us to grow and mature as an organization. I hope that you will at least consider join-
ing Huldie Schoener Clark and my family in including the Mendocino Coast Audubon Socie-
ty in your estate planning. As always, I thank you for your continuing support. 

MCAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OFFICER ELECTIONS 
Please join us at the May 16 program at 7 p.m. at the Caspar Community Center.  MCAS members 
will elect board members, then board officers at a short chapter meeting prior to the program. 
 
MCAS bylaws provide for two-year terms for board members and officers with staggered elections 
every year so we never are in the position where we are required to elect an entire board at once.  On 
the current ballot are board member nominees Angela Liebenberg, Sarah Grimes, Diane Rubin, and 
Tim Bray.  Nominated for officers are David Jensen (president), Tim Bray (vice-president) and Jim 
Havlena (treasurer).  The nominating committee reported that current secretary Diane Rubin is leav-
ing the area and her officer’s position (secretary) is open.  Nominations from the floor are encouraged 
(our bylaws require you to inform anyone you nominate from the floor prior the meeting).   Our best 
wishes and thanks to Diane Rubin for serving as secretary since May, 2014.  Members of the 2016 
nominating committee are Judy Steele and Charlene McAllister. 



                                      SAVE OUR SHOREBIRDS                Becky Bowen 
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ROLLING OUT THE NUMBERS 

   2015 WAS A GOOD YEAR  

   FOR MARBLED GODWITS 

One name for a group of Marbled 
Godwits is a “prayer,” and we saw a 
significant increase in the number of 
godwit worshippers that migrated 
along the North Mendocino Coast in 
2015.  The large shorebirds touch 
down here during migrations that take 
them from coastal beaches to breeding 
grounds in the central North American 
plains and back again. The average 
number of Marbled Godwits observed 
on an SOS survey went from 3.35 per 
survey in 2014 to 16.95 per survey in 
2015.  An all-time high count of 75 was 
recorded on one survey at Ten Mile 
Beach in October, 2015. 
 
We don’t know why, but we’re curious 
to see what happens in 2016, the tenth 
year of research.  This same increase 
did not occur in all watchlisted species 
in 2016. We look forward to sharing 
more information in future newslet-
ters.  SOS data are found on the MCAS 
website  
www.mendocinocoastauduton.org 
(click on the conservation tab, then 
click on Save Our Shorebirds 2015 An-
nual Report).  
 
SOS is an ongoing long-term Mendocino Coast Audu-
bon Society citizen science project in partnership with 
California State Parks.  Volunteers conduct shorebird 
surveys along more than 15 kilometers of the Macker-
richer State Park coastline.  To learn more, contact SOS 
Director Angela Liebenberg at liebenbergs@mcn.org 
and please visit us at: 

www.facebook.com/SaveOurShorebirds 

 

Marbled Godwits at Inglenook Fen-Ten Mile Dunes Preserve, Mackerricher State 
Park.  Graph from 2015 SOS Annual Report.            Photographs by Becky Bowen                                    
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On January 25, a friend and I were birding at Mackerricher 
State Park, looking for Rock Sandpipers, when we ran into 
Bob Keiffer, who was looking for the same birds. We chatted 
with him about various birds we’d been seeing and our talk 
turned to Burrowing Owls. A couple standing near us on the 
observation deck told Bob about a Burrowing Owl that was 
seen at a construction site near Nye Ranch.  Bob got photos 
and because the bird was banded, he was able to research its 
history.  
 
On February 5, I re-found the bird at Virgin Creek, 
where it used an apparently abandoned California ground 
squirrel burrow on the north side of the creek and beach, 
between sand dunes. He stayed there off and on until at least 
March 31, the last day I got photos of him.  I called it a “he” 
because compared to another Burrowing Owl seen at Ward 
Avenue, he was small.  Male Burrowing Owls are one-third 
smaller than females, something commonly found in many 
birds of prey. They breed in the interior of our state and 
winter on our coasts. 
 
Well, the little owl, now dubbed Mister Winston by some 
fun folks on a weather site, has quite the interesting history. 
Bob Keiffer found that the owl’s parents may have been 
involved in a captive breeding program up in British 
Columbia (where the bird was banded in June, 2015) in 
grasslands outside of Kamloops, B.C.  He was  raised inside 
a wooden box. In these grasslands, the natural burrows owls 
use (such as ground-squirrel dens) are becoming scarce, so 
volunteers have created areas below ground with special 
nest boxes built just for the owls.  
 
How he ended up on the Mendocino coast is a mystery; he 
had been in the rafters of a building at the nearby 
construction site for several weeks, according to the folks 
who showed him to Bob Keiffer on January 25. There was 
one week, during March, where I thought he'd lit out for his 
breeding territory.  He was nowhere around, and  I was able 
to examine some extremely fragile owl pellets. He'd been 
eating beetles and may have been feeding on sparrows as 
well. The pellets were so fragile, they reminded me a lot of 
gull pellets, but smaller—with the carapaces and ecto-
skeletons of various creatures mixed with sand, which made 
them fall apart at the merest touch when damp or dry. 
 
The banders in British Columbia hope he returns to their 
area.    
 
 
  
 

                              THE OWL FROM BC     Lisa D. Walker-Roseman 

From the top down:  February 5 (first day I 
photographed the bird), the day after, and 
the last day of March which was also the 
last time I photographed the owl. All pho-
tos were taken at Virgin Creek.  The inset 
photo on Page 1 was taken March 5.  If you 
happen to be out and about this season and 
spot banded Burrowing Owl D-78, will you 
please let me know?  I can be reached at   
                                                        feather@mcn.org 
 

 Photographs by Lisa D. Walker-Roseman 
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Last year two Chickadees 
set up home in one of the 
bird houses on my patio 
fence. After laying one 
egg, they squabbled with 
their neighbors the Violet-
green Swallows, and then 
moved out. This year a 
pair of Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees moved in 
before the swallows 
arrived, and are busy 
gathering nest material. 
My trail camera recorded 
twenty-five trips one 
morning which stopped 
only when the wind came 
up. The  female is a 
frenetic bird, taking an 
average of fifteen seconds 

to arrange the new nest trappings, but at one third-ounce and toting a dried leaf from my princess 
bush, it is no match for high wind.  

              The Chestnut-backed Chickadee belongs in the tit family, Paridae. When I grew up in postwar 
England the most common member of the Paridae, the Blue Tit, had a penchant for stealing cream 
from milk bottles, pecking putty, and tearing wallpaper. At that time, their American cousins 
shared the genus Parus, but now Chestnut-backed Chickadees reside in the genus Poecile with the 
species name of rufescens. These ex-cousins share a peculiar behavior. Females beg for food by 
shivering wings like fledglings demanding to be fed. A test of the potential mate’s parenting skills 
perhaps. 

              Since they are not resident in the Central Valley, my wife and I first met Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees in a hedge on Lansing Street when we moved here twelve years ago. Nowadays we 
hear their cheerful chipping around the house. You may run across them in the Pacific Northwest 
of the United States and western Canada, from southern Alaska to southwestern California.  They 
reside here permanently with some seasonal movements as feeding flocks move short distances in 
search of food. They usually relocate to lower elevations in the same area upon onset of winter 
and fly back up to higher elevations in late summer 

             With their white cheeks and dark caps and throats, Chestnut-backed Chickadees look much 
like Black-capped Chickadees. Notice the caps of Chestnut-backs are brown rather than black, and 
their backs, shoulders, and sides are a deep chestnut color. They  are slightly smaller than Black-
capped Chickadees. Males, females, and juveniles share similar plumage. This most handsome 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Continued on Page 7 
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              Chestnut-backed Chickadee photo by Janine Russell 

The Black Oystercatcher, May-June 2016  

                                            CHESTNUT-BACKED CHICKADEE      Donald Shephard  
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 CONTINUED 

of chickadees often moves through the forest in mixed feeding flocks with bushtits and war-
blers. You will find them in low elevation coniferous and mixed coniferous forests. In the San 
Francisco Bay Area, this bird has readily adapted to suburban settings, prompting a range ex-
pansion. In 1992, D.W.Kitchen in his survey of birds in Jackson Demonstration State Forest 
found them to be 12th of the 76 most common breeding species there. 

              Chestnut-backed Chickadees are monogamous. Pairs may excavate their own nest cavity in 
soft rotten wood or may use an old woodpecker hole or other cavity, including artificial nest 
boxes. The female builds a foundation of moss, lichen, and other material within the nest cavi-
ty, and then adds a lining of soft hair. The most common hair they use comes from deer, rab-
bits, and coyotes. The adult chickadees also make a layer of fur about a centimeter thick, which 
is used to cover the eggs on the nest whenever they leave. Clutches consist of five to eight eggs. 

              They forage by hopping along twigs and branches and gleaning their surfaces, or by probing 
into bark crevices for food. They often hang upside-down to get at the undersides of branches 
and needles. You will see them at seed and suet feeders. Chestnut-backed Chickadees store 
food in the fall and retrieve it in winter. In the part of their range where they overlap with the 
Black-capped Chickadee they will only nest and feed in the lower half of trees in order to mini-
mize competition.  

              In my review of 66 videos of the pair on my patio, I found half depicted rose leaves blowing 
in the wind and the others showed the chickadees gathering nest building materials. Not all se-
lections proved suitable for on several occasions the female returned a princess bush leaf and 
selected another. As 
the husband of a de-
signer, I fully under-
stand the need for pre-
cision in décor selec-
tion.  

              I hope the Violet-
green Swallows nest-
ing in the adjacent bird 
house behave as good 
neighbors should, but 
only time will tell. Af-
ter all, a group of 
chickadees are collec-
tively known as a 
"banditry" and a 
"dissimulation" of 
chickadees and that 
tells a story. 

                    Chestnut-backed Chickadee female begging for food 
                                         Photo by Rose Casarius 
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May 2016 
Saturday 7 Beginner Bird Walk Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 18220 CA-1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
9AM* Leader: Dave Jensen 
 
Saturday 14 Field Trip Navarro River and beach  9AM-Noon.  Meet at the park-and-ride just south of the 
Navarro River Bridge on Highway 1.  We will walk down the road and carpool to the beach. This is always 
a productive trip, as we encounter several types of habitat during the peak of spring passerine activity. 
Singing warblers, sparrows, wrens, and Black-headed Grosbeaks will provide the soundtrack, and there is 
always the potential for unusual sightings. Leader: Tim Bray 
 
Monday 16 Meeting Caspar Community Center 15051 Caspar Rd, Caspar, CA 95420 7PM Holy CAAU! 
The Impact of "The Blob" on West Coast Seabirds"  Speaker:  Dr. Julia Parrish 
 
Tuesday 17 MCAS Board Meeting (Tentative) Contact Dave Jensen for details  
 
Wednesday 18 Bird Walk Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens  8AM-Noon* Leader: Tim Bray 
 
Sunday 22 Coastal Trail Bird Walk - Coastal Trail 10AM-Noon.  Meet near restroom in parking lot at foot 
of Elm Street, Fort Bragg. Bring water, wear comfortable walking shoes, binoculars available, heavy rain 
cancels. Leader: Dave Jensen 
 
Saturday 28 Family Bird Walk - Lake Cleone 9-11AM.  Meet at parking lot near whale skeleton, kiosk 
entrance to Mackerricher State Park.  Leaders:  Sarah Grimes, Sue “Magoo” Coulter. 
 

June 2016       
Saturday 4 Beginner Bird Walk Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens  18220 CA-1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
9AM* Leader: Dave Jensen 
 
Saturday 11 Field Trip Kayaking the Noyo River 9AM-Noon. Charge: $20 adults; $10 kids (18 or younger) 
Kayaks, life jackets, paddles provided. Reservations required (limited to 12 participants) Contact Liquid 
Fusion Kayaking, 962-1623 or liquidfusionkayaking@gmail.com Leader: Cate Hawthorne  
 
Wednesday 15 Bird Walk Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens  8AM-Noon* Leader: Tim Bray 
 
Sunday 26 Coastal Trail Bird Walk - Coastal Trail 10AM-Noon.  Meet near restroom in parking lot at foot 
of Elm Street, Fort Bragg. Bring water, wear comfortable walking shoes, binoculars available, heavy rain 
cancels. Leader: Dave Jensen 
 
July 2016  
Saturday 2 Beginner Bird Walk Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 18220 CA-1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
9AM* Leader: Dave Jensen 
 
Wednesday 20 Bird Walk Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 8AM-Noon* Leader: Tim Bray 
 
Sunday 24 Coastal Trail Bird Walk - Coastal Trail 10-Noon. Meet near restroom in parking lot at foot of 
Elm Street, Fort Bragg. Bring water, wear comfortable walking shoes, binoculars available, heavy rain 
cancels. Leader: Dave Jensen                                                                               MCAS Calendar Continued on Page 9 
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Continued from Page 8 

August 2016 
Saturday 6 Beginner Bird Walk Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens  9AM* Leader: Dave Jensen 
Wednesday 17 Bird Walk Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens  8AM-Noon* Leader: Tim Bray 
Sunday 28 Coastal Trail Bird Walk - Coastal Trail 10-Noon. Meet near rest room in parking lot at foot of 
Elm Street, Fort Bragg. Bring water, wear comfortable shoes, binoculars available, heavy rain cancels. 
Leader:  Dave Jensen 

September 2016—Our monthly evening programs resume Monday, September 19, 2016  

*These walks are free, but there is an entry charge for participants who are not members of the Gardens. 
For updates and useful links, visit:   www.mendocinocoastaudubon.org 
And please visit us on facebook:  www.facebook.com/mendocinocoastaudubon 
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Photo: Carl Velie 

Beach Walkers and Birders Wanted 

For University of Washington Surveys 

 

Pacific Brown Pelican Survey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Board Members Angela M. Liebenberg (left) and Terra Fuller  
       in the MCAS booth at Noyo Food Forest’s  Earth Day  
       celebration on April 23, Fort Bragg High School. 

Join California Audubon  
Saturday, May 7, 5-7 pm  

as we help define distribution 
and abundance  

of Brown Pelicans 
and track shifts in population  

 
To participate 

and find information:  
http://ca.audubon.org/brownpelicansurvey 

A joint effort of USFWS, eBird, 
state agencies,  

and the Audubon network 
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MENDOCINO COAST AUDUBON SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 2297 

FORT BRAGG, CA, 95437  

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society is to help people appreciate and enjoy native 
birds, and to conserve and restore local ecosystems for the benefit of native birds and other wildlife. 

MCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND PROGRAM CHAIRS 2015-2016 

President  
VP, Field Trips 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
SOS, Conservation 
Webmaster 
Education  
At-large 
 
Off-board Chairs: 
Programs, Membership 
Newsletter 
   

   

Mendocino Coast Audubon Society e-mail address:  audubon@mcn.org 

David Jensen 
Tim Bray  
Diane Rubin        
Jim Havlena 
Angela Liebenberg  
Catherine Keegan  
Sarah Grimes 
Terra Fuller 
 
 
Charlene McAllister  
Becky Bowen      

964-8163 
937-4422 
(413) 658-7105 
964-1280 
962-9267 
937-4422 
937-0903 
  
  
  

937-4463 
962-1602  
 

 

djensen@mcn.org 
tbray@mcn.org 
dianerubin12@gmail.com 
havlenas@fix.net 
liebenbergs@mcn.org 
keegan@mcn.org   
zewa@mcn.org 
fullerterra@hotmail.com 
 
 
charmac@mcn.org 
casparbeck@comcast.net 

mailto:%0d%0dhavelenas@fix.net

